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David Cabrales is a renowned litigation lawyer with broad experience representing clients in environmental,
state government, and commercial litigation matters. He frequently represents financial institutions, securities
broker-dealers, retailers, and life and health insurance companies in traditional and complex litigation, as well
as in arbitration proceedings. David routinely appears before the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality, the State Office of Administrative Hearing, FINRA and AAA. David also counsels clients in matters
before state government, and he provides representation to businesses in litigation matters initiated by state
attorneys general.

David previously served as general counsel to Texas Gov. Rick Perry from 2007 to 2009 and, along with his
legal team, provided advice to the governor and the governor’s staff on a variety of topics at the intersection
of law and public policy. He also served as principal economic development advisor for the governor and
helped administer the Texas Enterprise Fund, the Emerging Technology Fund, Texas One and other
programs in the governor’s economic development portfolio. In addition, Gov. Perry appointed David to the
Texas Economic Development Corporation in 2010 and in 2014, and David served as chairman from 2010 to
2012.

David is also a member of the bipartisan Federal Judicial Evaluation Committee (FJEC), which is composed
of leading Texas attorneys who screen and recommend to U.S. Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz
nominees for vacancies on the federal bench and in U.S. attorney offices in Texas.

A graduate of Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law, David began his legal career as a
briefing attorney to Texas Supreme Court Justice Raul Gonzalez.

Awards and Recognition
Selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America© in the field of Commercial
Litigation (2013-2024)
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Recognized, Top Latino Lawyers, Latino Leaders Magazine (2017)

Affiliations
Member, State Bar of Texas
Member, Dallas Bar Association – Securities Section, Chairman (2004)
Member, Dallas Hispanic Bar Association

Community Involvement
Board Member, United Way of Texas
Member, United Way of Metropolitan Dallas Foundation
Member, Salesmanship Club of Dallas
Member, Texas Economic Development Corporation (2014)

Chairman, Board of Directors (2009-2012)
Appointed to Texas Racing Commission by Gov. Rick Perry (2006-2007)

Presentations and Publications
Presenter, “Economic Incentives for the Texas Hydrogen Industry,” Texas Hydrogen Alliance
(November 13, 2024).
Presenter, “(Almost) Everything You Need to Know About The Texas Business Courts,” Energy Law
Section of the Dallas Bar Association (September 18, 2024).
Presenter, “A Comparison of Key State and Local Tax Incentive Tools Through Case Studies (Texas
Incentives),” Southern Economic Development Council (May 8, 2023).
Presenter, “The Texas Economy,” Republic of Finland Trade Delegation to Texas (March 27, 2022).

Sectors
Food & Beverage 
Racial Justice & Equity 

Practice Areas
Corporate 
Economic Development & Government Incentives 
Energy Litigation 
Environmental 
Government Solutions 
Securities Enforcement & Litigation 
State Attorneys General 
Texas Government Solutions 

Education
Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law (J.D., cum laude, 1993)

Foley & Lardner LLP David G. Cabrales | 2

file:///nas/content/live/foleycom/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/CONDENSED-2024-11-13-Texas-Hydrogen-Industry-Incentives-Presentation.pdf
file:///nas/content/live/foleycom/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/CONDENSED-2024-09-18-Dallas-Bar-Association-Business-Courts-presentation.pdf
file:///nas/content/live/foleycom/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/FINAL-SEDC-Texas-Slide-Show-Insert.pdf
file:///nas/content/live/foleycom/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/FINAL-SEDC-Texas-Slide-Show-Insert.pdf
file:///nas/content/live/foleycom/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2022-03-27-Republic-of-Finland-Texas-Economy-trade-delegation.pdf
https://www.foley.com/sectors/food-beverage/
https://www.foley.com/sectors/racial-justice-equity/
https://www.foley.com/practice-areas/corporate/
https://www.foley.com/practice-areas/corporate/government-solutions/economic-development-government-incentives/
https://www.foley.com/practice-areas/litigation/energy-litigation/
https://www.foley.com/practice-areas/corporate/environmental/
https://www.foley.com/practice-areas/corporate/government-solutions/
https://www.foley.com/practice-areas/litigation/securities-enforcement--litigation/
https://www.foley.com/practice-areas/corporate/government-solutions/state-attorneys-general/
https://www.foley.com/practice-areas/corporate/government-solutions/public-policy-and-government-relations/multistate-and-local/texas-government-solutions/


Texas Tech University (B.S., 1990)
International Trade

Admissions
Texas (1993)
Texas State Courts
U.S. District Court for the Eastern, Northern, Southern and Western Districts of Texas
U.S. Supreme Court
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